
                                                                     
 
 
 
 
                
Electrical Wizard: How Nikola Tesla Lit up the World 
 by Elizabeth Rusch 
 
R.2 Central Ideas/Themes 
 
Harnessing electricity is like wizardry. 
 
R.4 Word Choice 
 
Find and list all the words related to wizardry or magic. What 
role do these words play in the book? 
 
R.5 Structure 
 
If you read the author’s note, it is clear that Tesla invented 
many things that affect our lives. Why did the author focus 
only the development of the AC system in the main text? How 
would including more inventions in the main text have 
changed the book? Make a list of the scenes in the book. For 
each scene write why the author might have included that 
scene. 
 
R.6 Point of View 
The book focuses on Tesla’s point of view. How would it have 
been different if the author had chosen to give equal time to 
Tesla’s and Edison’s point of view? Which inventor did you 
know more about before reading Electrical Wizard? How might 
this have affected the author’s decision to focus on Tesla? 
 
R.7 Diverse Media and Formats/Pair with: 
 
PBS’s Master of Lightning 
 
R.9 Multiple Texts/Pair with: 
Nikola Tesla: A Spark of Genius by Carol Dommermuth-Costa 
Nikola Tesla and the Taming of Electricity by Lisa J. Aldrich 
Books on Edison 
 
Primary sources:  
_X_ used in book -  
_ available at:  Nikola Tesla Treasury – pretty technical 
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